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Keeping Florida Competitive
Florida Secretary of Commerce Jamal Sowell

President & CEO, Enterprise Florida



• Economic development arm of the state
• Created In 1996
• 59-member board
• Chaired by Governor Ron DeSantis
• Representation from the public & private sector

Keeping Florida Competitive



Facilitating 
international trade 

and exporting

Marketing Florida 
as the premier 

business state in 
the nation 

Assisting with 
expansion of 
established 

businesses in Florida

Recruiting 
companies from all 
over the world to 
locate in Florida

Keeping Florida Competitive

Supporting Minority 
& Small Businesses



Haitian American Business Summit 



RURAL TOOLKIT
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Florida Department of Transportation

Kevin J. Thibault, P.E.
Florida Department of Transportation

March 17, 2021



Florida Department of Transportation

VITAL FEW – VISION FOR FLORIDA



Florida Department of Transportation

BUDGET IMPACTS
State
51%

Local and Other 
Funds

2%

Turnpike and 
Tolls
18%

Federal-Aid
25%

Right of Way and State 
Infrastructure Bank Bonds

4%

Other Financing
Less than 1%

FUNDING BY SOURCE



Florida Department of Transportation

PREPARING FOR A FUNDING SHIFT
ELECTRIFICATION OF VEHICLES

PROJECTED EV ADOPTION RATE IN FLORIDA



Florida Department of Transportation

$10.4 BILLION BUDGET

$9.47 billion for the State 
Transportation Work Program

• Infrastructure Capacity
• New Highway Construction 
• Bridge Repairs
• Seaport
• Aviation
• Transit Program Improvements
• Safety Initiatives

$50 million for the Economic Development 
Transportation Fund, also known as the Road Fund



Florida Department of Transportation

Thank you!
QUESTIONS?

March is Florida Bicycle Month! In Florida, bicycles play an important role in the lives of our residents and visitors.

When riding, wear a helmet, use lights and reflectors when riding at night, and always ride in the direction of traffic, 
because Safety Doesn’t Happen By Accident! For more information and resources, visit www.fdot.gov/bicyclesafety. 

https://www.fdot.gov/agencyresources/bicyclesafety












Florida Department of Economic 
Opportunity 
Dane Eagle, Executive Director

March 17, 2021

Florida Association of Counties



Department of Economic Opportunity

DEO Total Employees: 1,827



Statewide Economic Overview: January 2021

The Florida Department of Economic Opportunity recently announced Florida has 
had nine consecutive months of month-over-month job growth.

Florida has gained private sector jobs over the past month, lowering the 
unemployment rate.

National Unemployment Rate:  6.3%

Private Sector Growth 
January 2021:  
1,700 jobs

Private-sector industries gaining the 
most jobs over-the-month were:
• Trade, Transportation, and Utilities +4,400
• Construction +3,500
• Education and Health Services +3,200
• Other Services +1,700
• Professional and business services +500 

Florida Unemployment Rate:  4.8%

Private Sector Growth 
April – January 2021:  
714,900 jobs



Florida Online Job Ads
Source: Florida Department of Economic Opportunity, Bureau of Workforce Statistics and Economic Research. Prepared March 2021
:

Jan-19, 307,366

May-20, 196,517

Jan-21, 386,884
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Florida Unemployment Rate
Florida Unemployment Rate (Seasonally Adjusted)

January 2007 – January 2021

Source: Florida Department of Economic Opportunity, Bureau of Workforce Statistics and Economic Research, Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) Program.
Prepared March 2021

Jan-10, 10.9%

Feb-20, 3.3%

May-20, 14.2%

Jan-21, 4.8%
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Weekly Claims |January 6, 1990 – February 27, 2021

Recession of 
1990 - 1991

Hurricane Andrew, CAT5 
(8/24/1992)

Dot-Com Bubble (3/10/2000)

Aftermath of World Trade Center Attacks 
(9/11/2001)

Hurricane Charley, CAT4 
(8/13/2004)

Hurricane Frances, CAT2 
(9/5/2004)

Hurricane Ivan, CAT3 
(9/16/2004)

Hurricane Jeanne, CAT3 
(9/26/2004)

Hurricane Dennis, CAT3  
(7/10/2005)

Hurricane Wilma, CAT3 
(10/24/2005)

US Financial Crisis  
("Great Recession") 

Start

US Financial Crisis 
("Great Recession") 

End

CONNECT System Goes Live 
(10/15/2013)

Hurricane Irma, CAT4 
(9/10/2017)

Hurricane Michael, CAT5 
(10/10/2018)
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Florida Weekly Initial Unemployment Claims since January 1, 1990 
Source:  US Department of Labor

Employment & Training Administration  
https://oui.doleta.gov/unemploy/claims.asp

Historical Record Low 
State Unemployment Rate

(February 2020)

4,853 initial claims filed
Week ending February 29, 2020

Historical Record High 
State Unemployment Rate

(April 2020)

Week ending April 18, 2020
506,670 initial claims filed

10,340% increase from 2/29/2020

COVID-19
March 2020



Economic Development: Grant Funding

The Department of Economic Opportunity has provided investments in Florida 
communities throughout the state. 

Last year, the Department of Economic Opportunity has provided more than $113 
million to communities throughout the state through the following programs: 

Division of Community Development
 Community Development Block Grants
 Community Development Projects
 Technical Planning and Assistance
 Weatherization Assistance Program
 Home Energy Assistance Program
 Community Services Block Grants
 Rebuild Florida Programs

Strategic Business Development
 Space, Defense, and Infrastructure Grants
 Florida Job Growth Grant Fund
 Competitive Florida
 Military Base Protection



Economic Development: Available Grant Funding

The Department of Economic Opportunity has the following programs available for 
communities to apply for grant funding: 

Division of Community Development
 Rebuild Florida Hometown Revitalization Program 
 Community Development Block Grant –

Coronavirus (CDBG-CV) Entitlement Program
 Competitive Florida Partnership
 Community Planning Technical Assistance Grant 

Program
 Rural Community Development Revolving Loan 

Fund

Strategic Business Development
 Florida Defense Reinvestment Grant Program

 Florida Defense Infrastructure Grant Program 



Governor DeSantis’ Recommended Budget

“Florida Leads” Fiscal Year 2021 – 2022 Budget

Major Programs Funded Amount

Affordable Housing Programs $423.3 Million

Florida Job Growth Grant Fund $50 Million

VISIT Florida $50 Million

Statewide Branding Campaign $5 Million

Space Florida – Aerospace Financing Program $6 Million

Florida Office of Broadband $3.2 Million



2021 Legislative Priorities

This Legislative Session, the Department is supporting the following bill proposals:

 SB 1948 (Sen. Bean) / HB 1463 (Rep. LaMarca): Department of Economic 
Opportunity: Reemployment Assistance Program Modernization

 SB 968 (Sen. Gainer) / HB 379 (Rep. Giallombardo): Public Records/Economic 
Development Agency 

 SB 982 (Sen. Gruters) / HB 6071 (Rep. LaMarca): Tax Refund Program for Qualified 
Target Industry Businesses 



Thank You.
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